
 

FARLAM 100 CLUB 

September Winners:     November Winners: 

1st Prize £25: No 28 Christine Smith   1st Prize £25:  No 178 Jenny Ritson 

2nd Prize £15: No 96 Matthew Taylor   2nd Prize £15:  No 39 Bobby Childs  

3rd Prize £10:  No 105 Irene Hicks    3rd Prize £10:   No 74 Diura Stewart  

 

October Winners:     December Winners: 

1st Prize £25:      No 80 Tricia Park   1st Prize £25:     No 119 Hazel Johnston 

2nd Prize £15:     No 104 Vivian Smith            2nd Prize £15:     No 33 Isabel Jackson  

3rd Prize £10:      No 59 Darcy Biddle                     3rd Prize £10:         No 79 Val Strowger  

 

WELCOME  
 

Welcome to our final Village News of 2021.  

Let me start by saying a ‘thank you’ to our regular contributors who help us to provide content each quarter on 

what is happening in the local area. We are always on the look out for more content in here, and I know from 

reader feedback how much local history and stories of the past interest so many   people. If you have content 

you’d like to share with others, then please let us know. Details of how to contact us are at the bottom of this 

page. 

As I’m sure you are aware this Village News doesn’t print itself, and we are grateful for our advertisers and    

funding sources for their continued support. With a growing emphasis on buying local and supporting community  

business, please do use the companies in here and mention you saw them in this publication. It helps us get  

continue support. If you know of any local companies or business that would like to advertise in here, please get 

in touch. Details at the bottom. 

On a personal note, I’d like to thank all at Fergusons Garage in Hallbankgate for the quick, courteous and       

professional service they offered me recently when my car was MOTed. With my hand in plaster following recent 

surgery, they collected and returned by car to my home address and made the whole process easy. Great      

service and certainly a recommendation from myself. 

With golf and gardening on the back burner of late, I’ve been reading a lot more than normal, so I’ll share a few 

books that might interest you for presents or for yourself at Christmas. If you have read and would like to         

recommend any books, do get in touch and share this with us. We will include reviews in the next edition in 

March, as well as any event or concert reviews you’d like to send in. 

Former Village News editor, Kate Apperley talks to us about the awarded winning Carlisle museum, Tullie House, 
which is on the look out for volunteers. Claire and I have been involved with this for over a year now, and can  
recommend it highly. It’s interesting, educational and you are very well looked  after and supported. The museum 
recently won a national award for the quality of its volunteer programme, so others regard it very highly as well. 

Please contact us at hallbankgatevillagenews@yahoo.com with any news, views or articles for the Spring   
issue, which will be hitting your doorstep in March 2022.  Deadline is Saturday 20th February 2022. 

 

Paul & Claire Skeates 
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FORBIDDEN FRUIT 

Our two apple trees gave a very low yield this year. Nevertheless, when I ate one of the eaters the  other day – 

how sweet it was! Sweet - just like the forbidden fruit of the tree at the centre of the Garden of Eden, perhaps!  

The ancient story of Adam and Eve dwelling in a garden in which they enjoy, but  then lose, friendship with the 

earth, with the animals, and with God, is a story that is ripe with wisdom. 

Something in us always wants more. Adam and Eve could eat any of the foods in the garden. Only the fruit of 

the one tree was denied them. But they couldn’t resist the temptation… 

We are beginning to face up to the profound challenges of the degradation of the natural world. On so many 

levels the challenge is also a spiritual one. Can we learn to walk a path of simplicity and respect the limits that 

need to be placed on our consumption of the world’s resources? Which is also to respect the needs of our 

neighbour – especially the most vulnerable people in our world. 

When Adam and Eve broke through the limitations given for their own good, their friendship with creation and 

with God were wrecked. They fell out with each other too. The story tells us that they were expelled from Eden. 

They had to get food by hard labour, in the face of a natural world which was often hostile to them. The stories 

following in the Book of Genesis tell tales of spiralling sin: deceit, violence and oppression growing with the  

succeeding generations. 

The wisdom of the story seems to be that our relationships with each other, with nature and with God, are all 

intimately connected. And all are spoiled when we are ruled by self-centred desire.  

Adam & Eve believed that if they ate the fruit they would ‘be like God’. But the truth is that we only become 

more like God as we learn the self-emptying generosity that mirrors the nature of Christ who came among us at 

Christmas.  

God does not reach out to seize more, but to give, give, and give again.  

Edward Johnsen 
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HELP LINES 

Victim Support Including information and advice for those affected by domestic violence 

0300 3033 797 / 0300 3033 979   or  Email: cumbriaidsva@victimsupport.org.uk 

Childline Counselling: 08001111               

Samaritans: Free phone 116 123                                                     

Farm Community Network: 07002 32632    

THE MOTHS OF FARLAM CHURCHYARD 

At the end of July we arranged for a local naturalist to carry out a moth survey in the churchyard. Two ‘traps’ 
were set (the moths are attracted into a container by a light and then, having been surveyed, are released the 
next day).  

The results were amazing! 323 moths were caught, and 75 different species identified among them. A few were 
photographed, and in due course we’ll have a display in the church which will reveal such wonders as our     
Elephant Hawk Moth, Bird Cherry Ermine and Antler Moth, some of the beauties which were recorded. 
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BAPTISMS 

We welcome into the family of the Church: 

Zoe Robinson, baptised on 29th August 2021 

Elsie Pope, baptised on 26th September 2021 

Oscar Thompson, baptised on 17th October 2021 

FUNERALS 

We remember with thanksgiving those whom we have loved but see no longer: 

Louie Fordy of Tindale, aged 83, whose funeral took place at Farlam Church on 28th September 2021,         

followed by burial in the churchyard. 

Muriel Ambler, once of this parish, aged 93, whose funeral took place at Carlisle Crematorium on 29th        

September 2021. 

Jeff Vickers, once of this parish, aged 73, whose funeral took place at Farlam Church on 8th November 2021, 

followed by burial in the churchyard. 

Parish Journal 

 

In this edition I thought I’d take the opportunity to share some of the joys and sorrows of ministry in Farlam   

parish over the last quarter.  

As you’ll see above, I’ve been involved in three christenings and three funerals here over the last few months. I 

love christenings, and across the six parishes we’ve had them almost every Sunday since the end of August 

through to the end of November – I think we’re catching up with the backlog caused by Covid! In Farlam Church 

we’ve welcomed Zoe, Elsie and Oscar with their proud families and friends.  

But then there have been the funerals. In Muriel Ambler and Jeff Vickers we’ve lost two whose lives began and 

were formed in this parish – in Forest Head and at Howgill respectively. And Louie Fordy was the last of the 

three Fordy sisters who moved to Tindale back in the 1950s. There have, unfortunately, been numerous others 

from the parish who have died during the last couple of years, and with some of their families we remembered 

their names and lit candles for them in church at a special service commemorating the departed on 19th       

September. 

Although it was decided not to hold a joint Harvest Festival with Hallbankgate School this year – because of 

Covid safety – it has been wonderful to be allowed back into the school to take regular assemblies again. It’s so 

good to see how the school community is thriving in spite of all the trials of the times. 

Our youth work across the benefice is also starting up again. The Green Door Youth Centre in Brampton now 

has the necessary grants for the installation of a catering kitchen, and young peoples’ groups, led by our Youth 

Leader Ruth, meet on Wednesday and Friday evenings. Do get in touch to find out more. In September our 

younger teens group did a night walk from Brampton to Farlam Church where the hot chocolates were much 

appreciated.  

Looking ahead, we’re still being cautious – Carol Singing is outside the Belted Will rather than inside again! But 

it went well outside last year – do join us and sing out at 6pm on Tuesday 21st December. And bring a torch!              

 

Edward Johnsen                                                              



THE EDEN, GELT AND EDEN TEAM MINISTRY                                                   

Team Rector: Revd Stephen Robertson (016977 41304)                                                 

Team Vicar: Revd Edward Johnsen (01228 670 248) 

 

The Team Rector has pastoral responsibility for the parishes of Brampton, Irthington, Crosby-on-Eden and 

Scaleby; the Team Vicar has pastoral responsibility for the parishes of Farlam, Talkin, Hayton, Castle  

Carrock, Cumrew and Cumwhitton. Please contact Edward for christenings and weddings enquiries. 

 

Revd Janice Murray (016977 46400) is resident in the parish of Farlam and as a retired priest is very involved 

in ministry here. 

Churchwarden of St Thomas a Becket, Farlam Parish Church (in Kirkhouse):                                                          

Mr Timothy Arndt (016977 46942)                   

Services at Farlam Church take place on the first and third Sundays of the month at 11am and all are very   

welcome to join us. When there is no service at Farlam we encourage people to worship instead at Talkin 

Church.                                                            

See also our church website: farlamparishchurch.co.uk 
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FARLAM SERVICES DECEMBER 2021 – FEBRUARY 2022  

 

TUESDAY 21
st
 DECEMBER HALLBANKGATE 6pm Carols 

  outside the Belted Will 
CHRISTMAS EVE FARLAM CHURCH 7pm Christmas Eve Comm. 

  
SUNDAY 9

th
 JANUARY FARLAM CHURCH 11am Simple Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY 23

rd
 JANUARY 

  
FARLAM CHURCH 11am Simple Holy Communion 

SUNDAY 6
th
 FEBRUARY 

  
FARLAM CHURCH 11am Simple Holy Communion 

SUNDAY 20
th
 FEBRUARY FARLAM CHURCH 11am Simple Holy Communion 

  
  
TALKIN CHURCH has a service every Sunday at 9.15am, except on the second Sunday in the month when 
it is held at 11am. 
  

Winter Developments at Farlam Church  
 
From January 2022 our usual Sunday services at Farlam will follow a slightly different format – they will be   
simplified said services lasting around half an hour (‘Simple Holy Communions’). Meanwhile we are looking to 
re-carpet the church, and are having windows repaired. We’re looking forward to reporting on progress and  
further plans and events in the Spring edition. 
 

Edward Johnsen 
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Daily Prayer in the week 
 
All welcome to these simple services of readings, prayer and silence, lasting about 20 minutes. 
 

 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

9.30am  
Morning Prayer 
FARLAM 

9.30am         
Morning Prayer     
CUMREW 

  
  

9.30am              
Morning Prayer 
HAYTON 

9.30am     
Morning Prayer  
CASTLE  
CARROCK 

  
  

5pm                  
Evening           
Prayer  
CUMWHITTON 

5pm                   
Evening           
Prayer     
TALKIN 

    
  

Far lam 100 Club  
Chr istmas Bonus Draw 2021  

 
And the winners are:  
 
  1st Prize £50:  No 100 Ann Creed 

  2nd Prize £25: No 81 Peter Arndt 

  3rd Prize £15: No 20 Lynne McKenzie 

     No 46 Tim Arndt 

     No 106 David Watson 

  4th Prize £10: No 153 Angus Murray 

     No 164 Joan Bell 

     No 148 Audrey Barron 

     No 142 David Park 

     No 5 Sandra Palmer  

Congratulations to all. We will get your prizes to you during December.  

Thank You  
 
We would like to pass on our thanks to the team of volunteers who deliver the Village News throughout the  
Parish every quarter. You are very much appreciated. We would particularly like to thank Eileen Shaw. Eileen 
recently stepped down from ‘her round’ after many years. And thanks to Gary Clifford who has taken over     
Eileen’s round plus a few additional houses. 
 
We know we don’t reach every house in the Parish so extra copies are left at Hallbankgate Hub for you to pick 
up. Or if you’d like to deliver to your own house and a few neighbours who aren’t getting a delivery let us know. 
We also post a few copies to ex-residents/ those interested in the Parish in return for a stamp for each edition.   



ADVERTISING IN THE VILLAGE NEWS 

The money received from our Advertisers is used to pay for paper and toner so that we can produce our   
Quarterly Village News. If you would be interested in advertising please contact Claire or Paul at                 
Hallbankgatevillagenews@yahoo.com 

 Rates are £25 per year.  

We deliver 330 copies direct to households in the Parish plus we put further copies in Hallbankgate Hub and 
Farlam Hall where they can be collected by those not on our delivery routes or visitors to the village. It is also 
available online.  

And if you use the service of any of our advertisers please mention you saw them in this publication.  

Brampton Wood Fuels 

Specialist suppliers of Eco fuels for open fires, wood and Multifuel stoves 

A wide range of compressed briquettes eco lighters and kiln dried logs for 

all your burning needs 

Bio Mass Boiler pellets—BSL registered 

Wild Bird Food, Dog Food, Hen Food  

Baileys Horse Feed supplements 

Dave Robinson 

Brampton Wood Fuels 

Unit 5C Town Foot Industrial Estate CA8 1SW 

Tel 01697742536 

www.bramptonwoodfuels.co.uk  
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Capon Tree Veterinary Centre 

24 hour emergency service                                                                                                                                                        

We aim to provide the highest standard of                                                                                                                           

professional veterinary care with dedicated and caring personnel –              

in a friendly environment         

Call:  016977 2318         

www.capontreevets.co.uk  

http://www.bramptonwoodfuels.co.uk
http://www.capontreevets.co.uk


Ross Farrimond   

Garden Maintenance    

Garden Maintenance, Grass cutting, 

Strimming, Hedge Trimming, Shed and 

Fence Staining, Pressure Washing 

Logs/kindling for sale 

Call Ross on 07534329570                                                                                                        

Rossfarrimond@hotmail.co.uk  

P and H M Ferguson                                                                                                           

New and Used Cars 

Quality new and used cars, servicing and 

MOT      

Fell View Garage, Hallbankgate                                                                                               

Call: 016977 46244 

www.phmferguson.co.uk 

admin@ferguson-ford.co.uk 
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Hallbankgate Village School 
 

016977 46237       www.hallbankgate.org.uk         

mandy.davidson@hallbankgate.org.uk 

We’ve had an incredibly busy and exciting start to this academic year, with lots of wonderful learning and   

learning experiences taking place across the whole school. We have all been enjoying getting back to a little 

more normality and we are looking forward to what 2022 will bring. As this year comes to an end, we’d like to 

share a little bit about some of the things that we are proud of. 

Upon our return to school in March 2021, we were fascinated to learn that our school had been closed many, 

many times before due to illness and disease- just like the recent pandemic. Using log books that dated back to 

the early 1900s- as well as old school registers and photographs shared by members of our school community- 

we created a timeline of our school and were fascinated by the changes over the last 120 years. So that we 

could record and share our experiences of the last year and a half, we recorded our hopes for the future and 

buried these in a time capsule in our school grounds. We were really excited that this featured in the           

Cumberland News, too! 

This term, we have had lots of exciting visits and visitors to enhance our learning. To support our learning in  

geography and science, Class 1 and 2 visited Walltown Country Park at the beginning of the academic year and 

Class 3 were lucky enough to have a visit to RSPB Geltsdale. Class 2 also  visited Vindolanda to bring the    

Romans to life and Class 3 welcomed rangers from the Northumberland National Park to share artefacts from 

the Stone Age to the Iron Age. We have also welcomed members of the Fire Service to our school: they helped 

us to learn about the different roles that they play in our community, as well as how to keep safe on Bonfire 

Night. We have also signed up all children in our school to Cumbria County Council’s library service and have 

started to use the Library Link library in the Hub to develop our love of reading.  

We are pleased to announce that we have been awarded four RHS School Gardening awards! Having planted 
and grown everything from peas to potatoes and sunflowers to shallots, we have recently received our          
certificates and prizes. With our garden centre vouchers, growing calendars, RHS book and seeds to the value 
of £100 as a reward for all of our efforts, we are certainly well-prepared for the next growing season. We all   
enjoyed gardening so much in the summer, that we now have a weekly gardening lesson as part of our focus 
on wellbeing. During this lesson, we pop on our school all-in-one waterproofs and wellies and work together to 
learn about plants and the changing seasons. As well as this, we have recently started to develop a new space 
in our school grounds that will be used to enhance our science and geography learning. We have already   
started work on creating bird hides, wild areas, weather monitoring stations and a seating area (complete with 
fire pit so that we can have hot chocolate and marshmallows!) and will be working on this over the coming 
months. It is all very exciting! 

If you would like to find out more about our school, please visit www.hallbankgate.org.uk. 

Hallbankgate Village School Nursery 
Hallbankgate Village School Nursery is open from 9.00am until 3.30pm, Monday to Friday during school term 

time. Our Nursery is run by a full-time Early Years Teacher, supported by Early Years Teaching Assistants, and we 
welcome children to our Nursery the term following their third birthday. Please get in touch if you would like to        

arrange a visit for you and your child to see the many learning opportunities on offer in our school.  

http://www.hallbankgate.org.uk
http://www.hallbankgate.org.uk


Page 9 

Winter  2021  

JUST A NOTE OF THANKS 

I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all my friends, neighbours and acquaintances for all their kind thoughts 

following the passing of my dear wife Barbara back in April of this year. Included in the above I must mention 

Paul and Claire Skeates for their kind mention in the last Village News and their ongoing concern for my     

general welfare, also Rev Edward Johnsen for conducting a lovely service both in the grounds of the church 

and at the Crematorium which was much appreciated by all, and to Don, Ann and family at The Blacksmiths, 

Talkin, for hosting us afterwards, (Don and his ‘broom’ doing sterling work during the torrential rain and       

hailstorm!) 

I was lucky, along with daughters Claire, Lynsey and granddaughter Scarlet, to be allowed into Hospital for 

Barbara’s last few hours. It gave us great comfort to see that she was not in distress and to hold her hands 

and talk to her until she died peacefully. This meant so much to us, and I realise more so now the traumas’ 

that so many families have suffered over the last couple of years losing loved ones without being able to see/

visit them at all due to Covid restrictions, it must be heartbreaking, and I feel for them. 

However life goes on and on a happier note the whole family, though still missing her terribly, remembers   

Barbara with love and affection; we are all adjusting to a life without Barbara, (Mam and Grandma), we all 

have so many happy memories to share. I think that being able to talk to people about one’s loss is the best 

therapy there is. 

Once again thank you to one and all, Bill Armstrong 

Any Spare Plant Pots?  

Does anyone have any spare plastic plant pots they no longer need? If so please can I have them to continue 

to grow seedlings and cuttings to donate to various local charity sales. This year I grew around 600 plants 

which were sold at our Open Garden Event in aid of Oak Tree Animals’ Charity and the local branch of the    

Rotary Club. But this means I now have very few left for 2022. If you can help please drop them into me at: 

Lowthian Hall, Kirkhouse (opposite the church) or email me at the Village News email and I can pick up. 

Thank you  

Claire Skeates 

Brampton Chamber Choir 

Dates for the Diary: 

2021: 

Sunday 12th December 3pm: ’A Spanish Nativity’ Music from Spain from 16th to 21st centuries featuring the 

Mass ‘O Magnum Mysterium’ by Victoria. Conducted by Simon Mortimer — Lanercost Priory (Tickets £10 

(Students £2)) at the door. 

2022: 

Saturday 2nd April Easter Concert (with visiting organist Birgit Wildeman) — Lanercost Priory 

Friday 15th July  (part of the Hadrian’s Wall 1900 Festival with historian Max Loth-Hill) - St Martin’s Church 

Brampton  

Sunday 17th July (part of the Hadrian’s Wall 1900 Festival with historian Max Loth-Hill) - in Alston  

 



News from Lacy Thompson Memorial Hall 
 

 
As the winter draws in, we have a lot to update from the summer of 2021.  
 
Early Summer we had Tony Noble Decorators in and they have done a great job at painting the main hall. We 
thank them for a very professional and efficient job. We have also been busy making new  curtains for both the 
hall and Kitchen area. These were made by myself and Tracey Burns. Tracey kindly gave her time to assist with 
no charge. Thank you. There are new carpet tiles and paintwork in the hall corridor, work completed by myself 
and Steve Potter.   
 
Paul Barron, Thomas Haliday and Steve Potter all gave up one of their weekends and have been busy        
completing on going works in the halls garden. They have erected a new fence, which is looking brilliant. We 
hope to complete further work in the garden in early 2022. We have also had new doors to the store room,    
garden, the entrance door and new windows in the bathrooms. These were provided and installed by Sawyers 
Construction. We think you will agree they look fantastic. Thank you to Sawyers. 
 
We have been busy for bookings too! Our loyal and regular badminton groups have all returned and are        
enjoying being back, Yoga and Tai Chi Classes are available on Wed evenings with Hilary Watson,              
Hallbankgate WI meets monthly and we have new group of players enjoying the game of Pickleball. 
 
We provided the venue for a music group in August who come from all over the county to play and practise   
together. In early September, we held our annual flower show and were happy to see so many of you join us. 
With thanks to our judges and committee who helped prepare and on the day, and of course to everyone who 
came, baked, and bought raffle tickets. At the end of September, we provided the venue for the wedding of   
local lady, Kathryn Jones and her partner Nathanial. The hall looked amazing and was totally transformed for 
the medieval theme. We would like to wish Kathryn and Nathanial the very best for married life. Congratulations 
to you both, and thank you for choosing the hall as your venue. 
 
In October, Geltsdale RSPB made use of the hall for their first aid training courses and a sold-out kids          
Halloween party was held. Reports from the adults and children were very complimentary and a good time was 
had by all. We were even lucky enough to have a 8ft inflatable Unicorn attend! It was the talk of the party, and 
the village. A bottle tombola and refreshments were sold, and the monies raised will be put towards a further 
kids Christmas party in December (very limited tickets available). With special thanks to everyone who helped , 
but extra thanks Donna & Peter Craig, Ella & Will Hage, Rosie Benson, Jenna Tosh & Jill Stobbart for going 
above and beyond to ensure the party was a success. (And also to Steve Potter who did the lions share of the 
cleaning up). 
 
We had a craft fair planned for 20th & 21st November. The raffle was held in aid of Hospice for Home. 
 
We welcome new members Bernie & Carol, Pauline and Ella onto our committee, and say goodbye to Jenny 
Ritson, Tim Arndt, Steve Bowles and Kathleen Beesley who have all stepped down. Between them, they have 
proved many, many years of support, help and guidance. Thank you all for everything you have done for the 
hall and the community.  
 
As always, we are only here with the support of our community and it's people. Thank you all for your support.  
 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year. 
 
 
If you would like to hire the hall, please contact Lea-Anne on 07412158502.  
 
 
Lea-Anne Potter, Caretaker, 07412158502. 
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Happenings at the Hub 

 
Mincemeat pies, music, mulled wine and merriment are all in the line-up for the Hub this festive season. We 

have live music during Christmas week to get you in the festive mood with Catherine Reading and Chris Perrin 

and of course Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without copious amounts of mincemeat pies and mulled wine.   

 

In addition to our normal supermarket essentials, including whole food and FreeFrom ranges, we have lots of 

delicious Christmas goodies, gift packs and treats - ideal as stocking fillers or festive fare. There are plenty of 

boozy bottles too to choose from amongst our wines and curated craft ales and beers section as well as a    

variety of flavoured gins and other spirits. A gorgeous selection of prints, cards, gifts and artworks will inspire 

you from our eye-catching and quirky Printmakers exhibition.   

 

Polly Marix Evans and Sally Fryer have put together a stunning array of their work – a must see. The exhibition 

runs until 2nd January.   

 

Throughout January and to mid-February, Stuart Fraser will be exhibiting his work with his exhibition Finding 

the Light. Stuart describes himself as an old fashioned landscape painter, working mostly in oils, but also   

acrylics and mixed media.  Stuart works from his home studio in Great Corby but is always out searching for 

those “special” moments in nature where magic suddenly and fleetingly happens. Whether the Lakeland   

mountains, the lonely and desolate Solway salt marshes or further afield, his approach is always the same: 

“Find the Light“. Stuart's work is all about capturing that elusive light and how it caresses the landscape.  

 

As the year draws to a close, we must say thank you to our wonderful volunteers who have helped to keep the 

Hub open and vibrant throughout this challenging year. Our aim at the Hub is to make everyone feel welcome 

and a part of the community and our volunteers are an integral part of that.  If you’d like to get involved, visit our 

website or pop in for more information https://hallbankgatehub.org/be-involved/. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Hub in 2022.  Merry Christmas and very best wishes for the New 

Year. 

 

 

Keep in touch with everything we are up to: 

F/B: https://www.facebook.com/hallbankgatehub W: https://hallbankgatehub.org/  

E: enquiries@hallbankgatehug.org  T: 016977 46060 

 

Open: 9-4pm Mondays-Saturdays, 9-12 on Sundays.  Post Office: Thursdays, 9.30-11.30am 

Gallery: open during shop hours   Library Link: open during shop hours     
 

 
Maureen Lawrie 

Community Engagement Officer  
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Farlam Parish Council News 
 

 
The July meeting was to be our first face to face meeting since Covid and although there were only four     
councillors left, another four people who wanted to join were going to be co-opted. Unfortunately Covid struck 
and one councillor had to isolate which meant that meeting had to be cancelled.  
 
The same evening one of the remaining four Councillors left and the Parish Council became quorate and      
unable to function. 
 
The City Council had to be informed, who in accordance with the law could put forward a number of City   
Councillors to join the remaining Parish Councillors to co-opt the new Parish Councillors before it could become 
functional. Unfortunately this does take time. 
 
Initially the council becoming quorate was seen a major catastrophe but it turned out to be for the best, apart 
from the problems that it created with the bank. 
 
By the time the Parish Council was allowed to have a meeting there were eleven people ready to join and a 
number of others in the wings should they be needed. 
 
Because there were only eight vacancies there is a procedure that has to be followed for the election. The two 
City Councillors joined the remaining three Parish Councillors and a blind vote was used to determine who was 
elected. 
 
Each of the eight vacant seats were voted upon in turn and if one name received three or more votes they were 
elected, if no majority, another vote was taken until a majority was achieved. This procedure was repeated until 
all seats were filled. 
 
The Council is now up to full strength and there are Councillors from Clesketts, Coalfell, Farlam, Forrest Head, 
Hallbankgate and Tindale. With a good range of ages and talents that I am sure they will put to good use. (full 
details on Farlam Parish Council website https://www.farlamparishcouncil.com) 
 
I would like to thank all the people who came forward and commiserate with those who were not elected, the 
election process has been designed to make it very impersonal. 
 
The City Council deserves our thanks for nominating three City Councillors, two of whom were able to attend 
the meeting. Thanks to Councillors Keith Meller and Ray Tinnion for taking part in the voting and thanks also to 
County Councillor Roger Dodds who was canvassing to join the County Council but still included our             
predicament in a mail drop to all households and as a result, seven more prospective Councillors came forward, 
thank you all. 
 
 

 

Green Finger Volunteers 
 
Volunteers wanted in Hallbankgate to look after the tubs by the bus shelter, the seat on the other side of the 
road and the Hosta bed in the middle of the green. It would involve planting and weeding. If someone agreed to 
take it on they could present an estimate of the costs involved at the January meeting. 
 
Should no volunteer come forward then the tubs will have to be removed and the Hosta bed filled and grassed 
over.  (Please email your interest to rayhinton1@gmx.com) 
 
Thanks to all who have helped over this period. 
 
 
Ray Hinton 
Chair Farlam Parish Council 
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Memories of Midgeholme by Bryan Craig 

Remembering that I was born in 1953, with the sands of time changing thoughts and images, this is what I    

remember. I’ve slipped in a bit of what might be social history. The people I knew from the High Midgeholme 

area are: 

No1.  

In my time Edward Jackson, lived there, he now lives in Haltwhistle and I believe is known as Ned. He lived 

with his Mam Peggy and Dad Edwin. Edwin was a pitman. Edwin died from I think  pneumoconiosis, or similar 

condition. Peggy also died at which time Edward went to live with his aunt Isobel at Halton Lea Gate. 

Edward’s Uncle Bill also lived there. When I was very young, I think Uncle Bill was taken to Blencathra (Lake 
District), to live in a sanatorium. I think he had TB, he always had a cough. Looking back, I think that’s why he 
had red patterned hankies. Uncle Bill was also a pitman. 

Edwin was one of the top rose growers of the area and seemed to have them growing everywhere. 

No2.  

In my time My Aunty Jean (Hymers) who was my Great Aunt, lived there with my Uncle Wilf  until he died. I am 

sure they lived there during WWII as I was told that my Mam and Uncle Billy stayed there with them during 

WWII to get away from being in a town (Penrith). My Uncle Wilf was a pitman, including working in lead mines 

around Alston as well as a farmer. My Aunty Jean nursed my grandmother in this house though I don’t know 

when she died. Their maiden name was Hodgson. She also nursed Uncle Wilf there until he died. My Aunty, 

Grandmother and Uncle Wilf were originally from Alston. 

It would be about 1972 that my Aunty moved from this house when she moved to 26 Pennine Road Halton-Lea-

Gate. 

No3.   

In my time Thomas Potts and his sister Olwen lived there with their parents Tommy and Iris. I think that Tommy 

was a pitman. Thomas now lives at Whites Cut. 

No4.   

In my time Howard Ashburn lived there with his Mam Mona and dad Raymond. They were related to those at 

No. 3 above, but I can’t remember how. 

At the back of my mind, I remember Mona’s dad being called Jack Lowes, who also lived there. I only just     

remember him. He must have lived there a good while, possibly during WWII. The toilets for all our houses 

were the old thunder boxes and I remember my Uncle Billy telling us about pelting the   toilet with stones when 

they saw Jack go in. 

Howard and his Mam and Dad moved to Low Midgeholme where I think Howard still lives.  

No5.   

This is where I lived and was simply a single storey two roomed place with a small back  kitchen. It also had a 

wash house. I lived there with my Mam and my brother Allan. My dad was there as well until I was about 3 or 4. 

We lived there until I was about 7 or 8 then we moved to the row (no 4) at Low Midgeholme.  

There was another house that I remember, and it was to the left as you went up to the pit buildings. The people 

there were called Rushden or Rushten, I’m not sure which. I don’t remember the lady’s name, but the man was 

always known as Toy.  He had been a pitman and had a false leg as he got one ripped off in a conveyor belt 

accident. I remember going to see them with my Aunty and Toy used to knock on his false leg, which was solid. 

I think the only sign of there being a house there at all now is the back garden, that when I last looked was still 

visible. 

For all of us there was a single tap on the green where we got our water from, or if it froze up, we got it from the 

reservoir overflow up the pit. 
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Memories of Midgeholme by Bryan Craig (Continued) 

Along at the quarry there are two bungalows.  When I was young one was lived in by Mrs Connie Johnston, her 

husband Albert and their children Melvin, Clarence and Christine all of whom were older than me. These were 

relatives of the people of No. 3 above.  

I don’t know who lived in the other bungalow, but in later years, when I was older, A chap called Geoff Coles 

lived there. From there Geoff moved to Alston, he now owns and runs a firm in Alston that produces mustard 

and other preserves. 

Further along is Whites Cut. Thomas from No3. above still lives there.  

 

 

(Bryan Craig lives down south now, but is a member of the Coanwood Featherstone Lambley Local History 
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Hartleyburn School, Midgeholme 1957 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top l to r Joan Ramshay, Ronnie Jervis, Brian Goodchild, Tom Potts, Ivan Ferguson, Colin Davidson,       

Headmaster Mr William Bell, Robert Armstrong, Faith Hounsell, middle Ann Thomson, Sylvia Morton, Sheena 

Storey, Lorna Ramshay, Margaret Graham, Margaret Renwick. bottom George Neve, Michael Robson, David 

Thomson, Brian Lowe, John Todd, Paul Milburn.  

 

Photo & details from Richard Macdonald of Coanwood Featherstone Lambley Local History Group   



Fellfoot Forward Community and Environment Grants 
 
The Fellfoot Forward Landscape Partnership Scheme, led by the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) Partnership, has a number of grants available for local communities, farmers and landowners. 
 
The Community Fund offers grants for groups and organisations who are involved in community projects that 
benefit the sustainability and well-being of Fellfoot Forward communities and are in, partly within, or        
demonstrating a clear benefit to, the Fellfoot area. A fund of £100,000 is set aside for community initiatives   
delivered over the four delivery years 2021-2024 via the Community Fund. 
 
Scheme Manager, Emma Wright, said: “We are pleased to now be able to offer these grants to our local     
communities. By supporting local initiatives, such as community projects, our grants offer an opportunity for  
local people to invest in our unique Fellfoot landscape. We know there is a wealth of ideas and expertise in  
Fellfoot Forward communities, so we’re really looking forward to receiving applications and getting community 
projects on the ground”. 
 
The Small Grants Fund is open for applications up to £500 while the Community Fund grants is for  applications 
over £500 but not exceeding £6,000. Funds up to 80% of total costs can be applied for, with the remaining 20% 
being made up of match funding or cash contributions from fundraising etc. and up to 10% as volunteer time 
calculated at £50 per day. 
 
Community Fund information and application forms are available at http://bit.ly/FellfootCommunity or contact 
David Coverdale, Community Engagement Officer at the North Pennines AONB Partnership, email                
davidc@northpenninesaonb.org.uk 
 
The Environment Grant allows landowners and farmers to apply for a 50% grant for conserving, enhancing, 
and connecting habitats for wildlife. The grants will enable hedgerow creation and   maintenance, woodland 
creation and management, in-field tree planting, pond and wetland creation, rush control for breeding waders, 
and other habitat creation/improvement works with clear benefits for native wildlife. 
 
Farmers will be able to fund the remaining 50% in cash expenditure or ‘in kind’ (including labour and time). The 
Fellfoot Environment Grant will offer up to £8,000 towards schemes and is administered by an independent  
assessment panel made up of members of the local community with a good knowledge of the local landscape 
and its needs.  
 
The first eight grant projects are already creating several small coppice woods, an host of field trees, and create 
and restore 2.3 kilometres of hedgerows. As well as giving nature a helping hand, the new hedges, woods and 
trees are investments in capturing carbon to mitigate against climate change. Hedges also provide valuable 
shelter for stock and many of the successful applicants will be creating extra shelter for their young lambs, 
providing fantastic examples of where nature and farming really do work together well. 
 
Tim Jacobs, Conservation Officer with the North Pennines AONB Partnership, who has been working closely 
with the farmers on these projects said: “There’s been a lot of interest from farmers wanting to improve their 
farms for wildlife and I am delighted that we can strengthen farm businesses and the Fellfoot Forward area’s 
fantastic landscape”. 
 
If you have a project where you’d like to restore or create new hedges, woodland or wetland, further              
Environment Grant information is available at http://bit.ly/FellfootEnviroGrant or contact Tim Jacobs, email:   
tjacobs@northpenninesaonb.org.uk / call: 07920028975.  
 
The Fellfoot Forward LPS is a major project to conserve, enhance and celebrate the natural and cultural       
heritage of a special part of the North West of England, which stretches from the Cumbrian fellside of the North 
Pennines AONB and UNESCO Global Geopark to the River Eden, and runs north from Melmerby to            
Hallbankgate. Fellfoot Forward will bring together management and restoration of habitats, such as woodland, 
peatland and grasslands, with community archaeology, conservation of historic buildings, community arts and 
education, and is funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
 

  
Kate Stacey 
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Book Recommendations 

 

Music and Art:  

Two of my favourite subjects, along with history and sport. My first suggestion is Chamber Music, A           
Listeners Guide, by James M Keller. This book covers the history and musical introduction of numerous 
pieces of   chamber music, which certainly enhance the listening experience. It’s written in a style that those 
new to the genre will understand, whilst also appealing to the music professional. It helps identify pieces that 
listeners should experience across the centuries. You can dip in and read up on some old favourites, while 
being encouraged to explore some new ones as well. 

As a follow up to the above, Faber publish a set of guides on individual composers. I’ve started with one on 
Bach, by Nicholas Kenyon. Although described as a pocket guide, its near 500 pages are packed with       
history, information and guides to one of the greatest composers who ever lived.  

From great composers to great artists, The Last Leonardo, by Ben Lewis tells the fascinating story behind 
the world’s most expensive painting, the $450m Salvator Mundi by Leonardo Di Vinci. It reads like a thriller         
detective story, and helps to uncover the mystery behind this incredible work of art. I was lucky enough to see 
it in London before it was sold, and its whereabouts remains unknown at the present time. 

One man whose works are very much known is David Hockney, and Martin Gayford has written a thought   
provoking book in conjunction with the artist that covers his move to a farmhouse in Normandy prior to            
lockdown and his experiences there. Spring Cannot Be Cancelled is an affirmation that art can both divert 
and inspire its creator and those who come into contact with it. It is beautifully illustrated. You don’t need to be 
artistically inclined to enjoy David’s perceptions on life. He’s very much his own man, and cares little for the  
critics.  

Finally, two books I enjoyed were Unquiet Landscape, by Christopher Neve and Sam Bough, The River in 
Bohemia by Gil and Pat Hitchon. The first covers the inspiration of art to those who painted the landscape of 
Britain in the 20th century. It’s thought provoking and well-illustrated. You really get into the mind of the artists. 
Sam Bough (1822-78) is a Carlisle artist, who deserves to be better known than he is. Some of his best works 
can be seen In Tullie House, most famous of which is the cricket match at Edenside. Painted in 1844, it not  
only represents an historical snapshot of cricket at the time but also the Carlisle landscape ... little has 
changed. This one is very much for the art enthusiast, rather than the general reader. 

Fiction 

A genre I’m not usually into but I have enjoyed reading the murder mystery thrillers of L J Ross over the last 
year. They are all based in Northumberland, so plenty of local interest, but they do need to be read in order of 
publication to follow the stories. Start your journey with Holy Island and enjoy the ride through 17                 
well-constructed novels, which include a bit of humour and romance as DCI Ryan and his CID colleagues hunt 
down the rampant criminal element both inside and outside of the police force.  

Sport 

If you know a golfer or are one yourself, I’d like to recommend two books this year. The first is True Links, by 
George Peper and Malcom Campbell which covers in detail all the 246 correctly defined links courses of the 
world in a single volume. All our historical favourites are in here, and some that might be new to you, as well 
as our very best local course, Silloth (moment of slight bias here!). It’s a huge book on a huge subject that is 
packed with stunning photography throughout. It covers the history of construction and development, notably 
holes and events, as well as illustrating its significance to the game both nationally and internationally.  

My second choice is Monarch of The Green, by Stephen Proctor. A wonderfully detailed and in-depth study 
of Young Tom Morris, one of the greatest players the game has ever known, this early pioneer remains the 
first and only player to win four consecutive Open Championships…eat your heart out Tiger Woods! 

It’s not only a story of sporting excellence, but of human tragedy and struggle for social recognition of his      
profession in a less enlightened age. I’ve been lucky enough to have played or visited many of the courses 
talked about in this book, and to have visited his tomb memorial in St. Andrews Cathedral, as well as seeing 
first hand some of his clubs. He’s one of my sporting heroes and his short life is deeply moving and inspiring in 
equal measure. 
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Hexham Book Festival  

This is one set of dates that goes straight on my calendar each year. We had a terrific collection of speakers 
again this year, and my favourite three are below, with their books. 

Thomas Grant, Court No.1 The Old Bailey.  This covers some of the most famous cases ever brought to trial 
and is well written by this practising barrister. 

Alexander Larman, The Crown In Crisis. There has been no shortage of books written on the subject of    
Edward 8th and Mrs Simpson, but this most recent of publications looks at new evidence and research on the 
subject to paint a very authoritative account. It reads like a thriller and rightly won a lot of awards. 

Grace Dent, Hungry. This is one that Claire read and enjoyed, but I’ve not started yet. She spoke very well 
when interviewed at the festival…I liked her direct honesty and no ‘airs and graces’.. no pun intended! It’s a  
biography of food, friends and family. 

General 

To finish, three very different books. Gyles Brandreth’s book on Prince Philip will come to stand as the   
seminal work on this much misunderstood Royal. Well written, detailed and superbly illustrated this has rightly 
enjoyed much critical acclaim. ‘The Crown’ was fiction…this is real. 

Simon Jenkins is always top of my buying list, and his recent book on Europe’s 100 Best Cathedrals is     
another wonderful guide to these marvels of architecture. I found it a real trip down memory lane to relive my 
own travels around the major cities of Europe to see these buildings. The UK is rightly well covered, and we 
don’t have to travel far to enjoy the beauty of Durham or York. This is a book that both educates and inspires in 
equal measure and needless to say, is beautifully illustrated throughout. 

On a totally different subject, one for the foodies out there. Ned Palmer’s A Cheesemongers History of the 
British Isles is history, travel and eating all combined into one delightful read. It will give a greater appreciation 
of the cheese makers art, and finishes with recommendation of cheeses to try that will appeal to all tastes.   
Certainly helpful if you’re looking for something a little different to put on your table at Christmas. 

This is very much a personal selection, but I hope there is something for all readers here to enjoy, or to buy for 
someone in their lives. 

 

Paul Skeates 
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Brampton Film Club  

What’s On: 

2021: 

Saturday 11th December 7.30pm: ‘The Man who Killed Don Quixote’ 

 

2022:  

Saturday 8th January 7.30pm: ‘Nomadland’ 

Saturday 29th January 7.30pm: ‘The Courier’ 

Saturday 19th February 7.30pm: ‘Limbo’ (The Film Club AGM will precede the showing of the film)  

 

To attend you need to book online: http://www.bramptonfilmclub.org/ 
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Volunteer at Tullie House Museum, Carlisle 
 
If you have a few spare hours a week, have you thought of volunteering? People volunteer for many reasons: 
because they want to give something back, because they want to make friends, because they want work       
experience and lots of reasons in between. 
  
If it’s something you have been thinking about, you have also probably been thinking about where would you 
like to volunteer? 
  
At Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery, we have volunteering opportunities that might interest you. If you like 
to meet people, you might like to be part of our gallery engager volunteer team – helping our visitors get the 
most of their visit to the galleries by being there to help answer questions and engage with our galleries – we 
have galleries that are quiet and busy, so there would be something to suit you. We always say you don’t need 
to know anything about the galleries – it’s a role best learnt on the job, we have plenty of information to support 
this. 
 
If you prefer something back of house – we currently have a role helping our curators with our photography    
collection- working through our collection in various roles from auditing to digitising the collection. After the New 
Year various other new back of house roles will open up after Covid.  
 
If any of this has piqued your interest, please either visit our website at  
https://www.tulliehouse.co.uk or email our volunteer coordinator  kate.apperley@tulliehouse.org 
 
             Kate Apperley 
 

Editor’s Note 

Can I just add that both Claire and I volunteer each week at Tullie House, and we both enjoy it. You have a 
choice of AM or PM shifts of 3 hours each, or you can stay all day if you want to! We are very well looked after 
as volunteers and most importantly, our time and efforts are respected and appreciated. You have plenty of      
opportunity to learn on the job, and the knowledgeable staff are happy to share their expertise with you. 

 

Paddington: the Story of a Bear  
 

Visit the British Library Touring Exhibition at Tullie House Museum, Carlisle.  

https://www.tulliehouse.co.uk/
mailto:kate.apperley@tulliehouse.org

